
“Zombies” 
• By 1940, Prime Minister King introduced the National 

Resources Mobilization Act (NRMA). This act called for a 
national registration of all eligible men for home defence and 
gave the government the power to “call out every man in 
Canada for military training for the defence of Canada.” The 
NRMA also gave the federal government conscription and 
exemption powers, but only for home defence, such as 
guarding civilian internees and German prisoners of war, 
protecting airports and ports, and watching for submarines.  
 

• Soldiers doing home defence as 
a result of the National 
Resources Mobilization Act 
(NRMA) were called 
“Zombies,” after the living dead 
in a Hollywood horror movie. 
The term shows the contempt 
for those who did not want to 
fight overseas. In the end, only 
2400 Conscripted “Zombies” 
actually saw battle.  

  



French Canadians 
• “The whole province of Quebec will never agree to accept compulsory 

service or conscription outside Canada. I will go farther than that: 
When I say the whole province of Quebec I mean that personally I 
agree with them. I am authorized by my colleagues in the cabinet for 
the province of Quebec to say that we will never agree to conscription 
and will never be members or supporters of a government that will try 
to enforce it.”  

~ Ernest Lapointe, Minister of Justice in 
Mackenzie King’s government.  

 
• On December 14, 1943, Captain Paul Triquet, a member of the French 

Canadian Le Royal 22 Regiment (the famed Van Doos, so called after 
the French word for twenty-two), with two sergeants, 15 men, and 3 
tanks, fiercely assaulted the fortified Casa Berardi in Italy. This fortress 
and the deep gully in front of it blocked the way to the town of Ortona. 
Triquet and his men held out against 
great odds until reinforcements arrived. 
For his action, he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross, the first Canadian to be 
so decorated during the Italian 
Campaign.  

 

 

 

 

  

Place 
Enlistments 
for Overseas 

Service 

% of male 
population 

who enlisted 
Toronto 95600 23% 

Kingston 42100 28% 
Montreal 50600 12% 

Quebec City 17800 8% 
Halifax 36500 31% 

Victoria 35800 23% 

Source:	Data	from	Globe	and	Mail,	July	7,	1943	



First Nations  
• 3000 Indigenous persons (2.5% of the total population), 

including 70 women, served the forces overseas. Although 
some First Nations persons resented the idea of serving a 
government that had treated them badly, there were many 
communities were virtually the entire adult male population 
volunteered 
 

• In 1943, Charles Tomkins (left), a Cree 
from northern Alberta was enlisted by 
the US Eight Air Force and Ninth 
Bomber Command to relay messages 
in code that Germans and other enemy 
agents were unable to crack. The Cree 
code-talkers, using their native 
language, were able to ensure that 
information on Allied bombing 
missions was kept secret from the enemy.  
 

• Corporal Huron Brant of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte 
was awarded the Military Medal. Brant single-handedly 
captured a force of 30 enemy soldiers in Sicily, but was killed 
the following year.  
 

• Thomas Prince received 10 medals for bravery. As a member of 
the Brokenhead First Nation north of Winnipeg he once said, 
“All my life I had wanted to do something to help my 
people recover their good name. I wanted to show that 
they were as good as any White man.” 



 

Chinese Canadians 
• There was considerable prejudice against Chinese Canadians in 

the 1930s (and before). Chinese-Canadians could not vote, and 
Chinese immigration to Canada was outlawed. But Canadians 
of Chinese heritage did serve their country. In 1942, 
regulations created the opportunity for those of Non-European 
descent to enlist in the armed forces. Despite the prejudice they 
faced, 600 Chinese Canadians enlisted to fight in the war.  
 

• Kam Len Douglas Sam is the 
most decorated, highest-
ranking Chinese-Canadian 
officer in Canadian history. He 
and his crew bailed out on their 
last bombing flight over France. 
On the ground, they met up 
with members of the French 
Resistance. Sam was asked to 
act as liason between various 
resistance fighters, to distribute 
arms and equipment dropped 
by the Royal Air Force, and to 
set up escape routes for Allied servicemen.  

  



Conscientious Objectors 
• Conscientious Objectors are people whose beliefs prevent them 

from participating in combat; they can also be called pacifists. 
There were two categories of conscientious objectors: 
o When Mennonites and Doukhobors entered Canada, their 

right to avoid involvement in warfare had been recognized  
o Conscientious objectors prohibited by their religion from 

bearing arms.  
 

• Conscientious objectors were required to perform non-combat 
roles, such as working on farms or in mines. 750 000 men 
applied to postpone their 
military service, and 
some were deferred 
temporarily.  262 634 
men had their military 
service postponed for the 
whole war. 4% of these 
(10 782) were 
conscientious objectors. 

 

Mennonite Conscientious Objectors 
building a road in Jasper National Park 
(Alberta)  


