


Class Building: BOOM!  

¨  Use your playing card to find someone else in 
the room with the same number as you on their 
card. They will be your partner for ROUND 1!  
¤  Thumbs up or Thumbs down 
¤  Then THROW choice of” Thumbs” 

¨  If you MATCH your partner, you both celebrate 
by yelling BOOM!  

¨  If you DON’T MATCH your partner, you put 
your hands behind your back and go again.  

¨  Now… on to ROUND 2!  







What were the outcomes of 
Canada’s participation in a 

“Total War”?  
 

Did we make a difference? 
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Socrative Quiz:  

¨  Download the SOCRATIVE app 
to your Smart device. It’s FREE!  

¨  Join the class GWSSDuncan  
¨  And select the active Quiz: 

Early Battles of WWII 
¨  This Socrative Quiz will be 

running during the entire lesson 
today. When you think you 
know the answer to a question, 
answer it on your Smart phone.  

Be sure to 
download the 
STUDENT version 
of the app 



Uh oh… 

¨  Blitzkrieg – Lightning War; 
strategy used to overwhelm the 
opposition.  

¨  Denmark fell in a day 
¨  Norway fell in a month 
¨  The Netherlands, Belgium, and 

Luxembourg fell to Germany in 
quick succession 

¨  Hitler turns his attention on 
France 

¨  The Maginot Line (aka. The 
IMaginot Line) fails to defend 
France 





The Miracle at Dunkirk 

¨  May to June 1940 
¨  Nazis invade and take control 

of France pushing Allied 
soldiers back to the coast 

¨  338,000 troops saved 
¨  800 Privately owned “little 

ships” 
¨  +222 Naval Vessels including 

4 Royal Canadian Navy 
destroyers 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/
wwtwo/
launch_ani_fall_france_campaign.shtml  



“A miracle of deliverance” 

¨  The boats managed to pick up the 
Allied troops and ferry them to 
safety across the British Channel 

¨  June 25, 1940 – France Surrenders 
¤ A French government was set up in the 

South in a town called Vichy = a 
puppet government controlled by 
Germany 

¤ Hitler turns on his next target: Britain 
¤  Britain is isolated, but are they alone? 





In Their Own Words… 

¨  “As we rounded the point to the beach at Dunkirk, 
you became aware of the shelling – the Germans 
were only 12 miles inland… But you came to the 
beach and the uniforms of 400 000 waiting [Allied] 
soldiers stood out on the white sand. These were 
disciplined troops, even with shelling and bombing 
there was no panic. They were impressive.” 
¤ Robert Walter Timbrell, Canadian-born British naval 

officer recalling his part in the rescue at Dunkirk 



In Their Own Words 

¨  Why do you think the troops were considered so 
“impressive” at Dunkirk? 





Battle for Control of the Atlantic 

¨  Axis controlled much of Europe by 1941, so Britain 
became an isolated target for Nazis 

¨  Britain relied on supplies and reinforcements from 
Canada, but the Germans were determined to cut off 
this lifeline.  

¨  U-Boats hunted Allied ships in “wolf packs” 
¤  I.e. In 1942, sank 143 Allied Cargo Ships 

¨  Developed Convoy System to protect cargo ships with 
naval vessels (Canada took them half way.) 

¨  First 3 years of the war, Allied ships were being sunk 
faster than they could be built 

¨  “Black Pit” – beyond aircraft protection (aka “The 
Greenland Gap”) 







Canada & the Battle of the Atlantic 

¨  Beginning of WWII:  
¤ Canada had only 8 warships and 5 minesweepers to protect 

coastlines, with a Naval personnel of only 13 000 
¨  By the end of WWII: 

¤ Canada has the 4th largest navy in the world with 375 ships 
and 110 000 members 

¨  Britain looks to Canada as the source of food, raw 
materials and weapons of war 

¨  The Corvette – 120 built in Canada, best against U-
Boat attack – each had the name of a Canadian city 

¨  1941 – Radar systems invented and installed 
¨  1942 – Cracked German enigma machine codes 



The Corvette 

HMCS Weyburn 

HMCS Oakville 



In Their Words… 

¨  “The Battle of the Atlantic was the dominating 
factor all through the war. Never for one moment 
could we forget that everything happening 
elsewhere, on land, at sea, or in the air, depended 
ultimately on its outcome, and amid all other cares 
we viewed its changing fortunes day by day with 
hope or apprehension.” 
¤ Sir Winston Churchill, describing the importance of the 

Battle of the Atlantic 



In Their Own Words… 

¨  What made the Battle of the Atlantic so important? 
Why did British Prime Minister Churchill say this? 



The Battle of Britain 

¨  Luftwaffe – German Air Force 
ordered to gain control of the air 
by destroying aircraft factories, 
airfields, and radar stations in 
Britain.  

¨  Called the Battle of Britain, this 
operation was launched on July 
10, 1940.  
¤  Luftwaffe (2500 planes)  
¤  Royal Air Force (RAF, 1200 planes) 

¨  Over 300 Canadian pilots, and 
even more ground crew 







Hitler’s Mistake 

¨  German bomber accidentally bombed London 
¨  Allies responded by bombing Berlin 
¨  Hitler was so angered by the bombing of 

Germany’s capital that he redirected all attacks 
towards London = The Blitz 
¤ 57 consecutive nights 
¤ Reduced parts of the city to rubble 
¤ Killed as many as 43,000 in London 

¨  Gave struggling RAF the chance to regroup, rebuild 
and reinforce 





In Their Own Words… 

¨  “About one o’clock, I heard the sound of an 
approaching bomber, for the first time, an 
appalling shriek, like a train whistle growing nearer 
and nearer, and then a sickening crash 
reverberating through the earth. At intervals through 
the night, we heard the same, dreaded sound, and 
each time, as we held our breaths in relief at our 
own escape, we know that somewhere else agony 
and horror had struck.” 
¤ Phyllis Warner, journalist reporting from London during 

the Blitz in 1940 



In Their Own Words… 

¨  What word best describes the emotion behind this 
quotation, and why did you choose it? How would 
you have felt if you were part of the “Blitz”? 



“Never in the 
field of human 
conflict was so 
much owed by so 
many to so few.”  

 Winston Churchill 
referring to the Battle of 
Britain (1940) 

In Their Own Words… 







Pilots wait near their 
dispersed aircraft at a 

coastal station 



Defiant crews wait for the 
next scramble 





The Dieppe Raid 

¨  Russia (Stalin) encouraged Britain and the U.S. to 
invade Western Europe to create a second front 
and divide German forces. 

¨  Western leaders decided that they weren’t ready 
for a full scale attack, so they opted for a “hit-and-
run” raid to test German defences  

¨  Many Canadian troops were involved 
¨  August 19, 1942, a convoy of 237 ships reached 

Dieppe 





The Dieppe Raid 

¨  Over 5000 of the 6000 Allied troops that landed at 
Dieppe were Canadian 

¨  Canadians bore the brunt of the casualties at Dieppe,  
¨  907 killed 
¨  2,460 wounded 
¨  1,874 taken prisoner by the Germans. 
¨   Of the 2,210 who returned to Britain, only 236 were 

unhurt - and 200 of these were men who had not been 
landed 



The concrete barriers, wire fencing, and other obstacles on the 
beach show how well the Germans fortified the Dieppe beach.  











This Was My Brother 

This was my brother 
At Dieppe 
Quietly a hero 
Who gave his life like a gift, 
Withholding nothing.  
His youth, his love,  
His enjoyment of being alive,  
His future, like a book  
With half the pages still uncut – 
This was my brother 
At Dieppe,  
The one who built me a doll house 
When I was seven, 

Complete to the last small picture 
frame,  
Nothing forgotten. 
He was awfully good at fixing 
things,  
At stepping into the breach when 
he was needed. 
That what he did at Dieppe,  
He was needed 
And even Death must have been a 
little shamed 
By his eagerness 
~ Mona McTavish Gould 
 



In Their Own Words… 

¨  How do Mrs. McTavish Gould’s words capture the 
ideas of sacrifice and honour for her brother and 
all those who died in the Raid at Dieppe? 



Canada’s War Plan 

¨  The defence and security of Canada 

¨  The production of food supplies for Britain 

¨  The production of weapons and ammunitions for 
Allied forces 

¨  Training for Allied pilots 

¨  Development of RCAF for home defence and 
overseas duty 

¨  Development of RCN for home defence and 
convoy duty 

¨  Development of Canadian Army for home 
defence and overseas duty 



Who’s in Charge? 

¨  Mackenzie King appointed    
CD Howe 
¤ Minister of Munitions and Supply 

n AKA “Minister of Everything” 

¤  former businessman who knew 
how to get factories up and 
running 

¤ Handpicked industry leaders to 
transform Canada into an 
industrial war machine  



Who’s in Control? 

¨  Mackenzie King used wartime government powers 
¤ Wage and Price Controls 

n Workers were told what they could earn 
n Companies were told what they could pay 
n Prices of all goods were frozen in 1941 

¤  Industries were told what to make  
¤ People were told what they could and could not buy 
¤ Censorship determined what people could and could 

not be told 



Paying for the War 

¨  Income taxes increased 
¨  The purchase of Victory 

Bonds was encouraged 
¤ Raised nearly $12 billion by 

the end of the war!  
¨  War Rations imposed on 

goods like sugar, tea, 
coffee, gas  

¨   ration cards were issued 
and used  



In Their Own Words… 

q     “Thanks to the skill and 
devotion of our men and 
women, Canada is a 
granary, an arsenal, an 
airdrome, and a shipyard 
of freedom”   
q William Lyon Mackenzie 

King, Prime Minister of 
Canada (during WWII)  



In Their Own Words… 

¨  What does he mean by saying this? How would 
these changes on the Homefront transform Canada 
during wartime?  






